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Intangible 

• “unable to be touched; not having physical 

presence” 

• “difficult or impossible to define or 

understand; vague and abstract” 

• “(Of an asset or benefit) not constituting or 

represented by a physical object and of a 

value not precisely measurable” 
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Value 

• The regard that something is held to 

deserve; the importance, worth, or 

usefulness of something. 
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Tangible 

• ‘perceptible by touch’ 
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Intangible Value – a short history and meaning 

 Intangible cultural values embodied in tangible heritage 

sites were increasingly recognized as an integral 

component of world heritage values. During my 

chairmanship [sic] of the World Heritage Committee, I had 

endeavoured to broaden the scope of ‘heritage’ to include 



Burra Charter 

 

‘Cultural significance is embodied in the 

place itself, its fabric, setting…’  

 

(Article 1.2) 
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‘Tangible Values’ 

When it comes to the church I think the 

mere ‘stoniness’, age and the relative 

anomaly and beauty of the building make it 

self-evident for everyone that this is a 

treasure to be cherished…[it] constitute[s] 



Intangible Values 

• Maintains the status-quo in terms of: 

– heritage definitions  

– Hierarchy of values 
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  Australia % USA % UK % 

Don’t know 4 1 0 
History/the past 29 16 21 


